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Setting up as a Traditional Chinese Medicine Practitioner 

This article may be superfluous for long-standing practitioner readers but it is designed for students who wish to 
take the step and set up their own business. We at the FNMTC encourage a responsible approach on the part of 
graduates by asking them to comply with legal conditions of practice on a professional, taxation and ethical level. 
 
When setting up in business, you must comply with the following conditions:  

DIPLOMA  
Hold the Diploma in Traditional Chinese Acupuncture (DATC) either by sitting the national examination or by holding 
equivalent diplomas from accredited colleges which you gained before the end of 1998.  

URSSAF (France only)  
Complete a business declaration at the Business Formalities Centre in your local URSSAF (Association for the 
Collection of Social Security Contributions and Family Allowances). To find its address, log onto www.urssaf.fr. To 
register with URSSAF, you must select APE (business sector) code 8690 F which refers to “non-regulated health 
professionals” in the INSEE (institute of statistics and economic studies) nomenclature. The choice of trade name 
should also be standardized and we do not encourage vague titles. It is preferable to use a clear, unambiguous 
description such as “Practitioner in Traditional Chinese Medicine”.  

TAXATION  
Make an appointment with the Tax Inspector for the geographical sector in which your surgery is located. This is 
preferable to a phone call and, while such contact is not required before opening your business, it often results in a 
good working relationship. It also gets rid of many preconceived ideas about taxation office staff and allows you to 
get good advice as a business start-up. You can choose from various legal and fiscal statuses depending on your 
situation. For example, you can begin work as a “micro-enterprise” and be exempted from paying VAT for annual 
turnover not exceeding 27,000 euro. This is a provisional status which is then expected to develop into one of the 
other tax regimes depending on your surgery’s increase in turnover.  

FNMTC SUBSCRIPTION  
You must pay your annual FNMTC subscription as a practitioner (115 euro per year for the first two years).  

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE  
Take out Professional Liability insurance and Legal Protection insurance with our insurance consultant (Cabinet 
ALIANS 20/22 Rue Richer, 75009 Paris). The insurer will check with the FNMTC that the new member holds the 
relevant diploma and the Federation then knows whether or not the new practitioner holds Professional Liability 
insurance. Do not neglect this point – it is important because it provides you with a level of safety. You must have 
legal and financial cover for your professional activity because you are responsible for your patient as soon as he 
enters your premises. You may be sued for considerable sums of money if an incident or accident occurs. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AND ADVICE  

ACCOUNTS  
Initially, accounting is fairly simple and does not really require any special skills other than a rigorous approach, of 
course.  
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However, it is preferable to join an Association de Gestion Agréée in France (accredited management association, 
not to be confused with an accountancy firm) which will carry out an initial accounting check at the end of the 
financial year before you file your tax declaration. This will enable you to benefit from a 20% deduction on 
professional taxable income.  
The services of an accountant will be useful at a later stage, as your turnover increases and the accounting 
requirements become more complex.  
N.B. AGA Associations provide accountancy training. 

RETIREMENT – IT’S NOT AUTOMATIC!  

When you begin working, you will receive a large number of documents (don’t panic!) to be filled in to join a pension 
fund. Among them, select CNAVPL (Caisse Nationale d’Assurance Vieillesse des Professions Libérales, national 
pension fund for self-employed professionals). Complete the questionnaire and send it in but do not be surprised 
when CNAVPL replies, saying that there is no pension fund for your sector of activity. We have known that for a long 
time but each practitioner has to find his own individual solution to the problem.  

SURGERY AND BUSINESS TAX  
Check that your surgery is not too close to that of a colleague (it’s a question of ethical conduct!) or in an economic 
area subject to special regulations (e.g. a free zone). If it is, ask for further information because it may allow you to 
take advantage of exemptions from paying business and other related taxes.  
Business tax is payable annually and is calculated from your turnover. It is your Tax Office which sends you the 
relevant form to fill in. Normally, you will be exempt when you begin working. You should go and introduce yourself 
to the Mayor of the town in which you have your surgery – it’s the done thing.  

ADVERTISING  
We advise against newspaper advertising when you open your surgery. Likewise for leaflets and other documents. 
Word of mouth is the best advertisement when you achieve good results. You can put up a plate but you are not 
required to do so.  

SPECIFIC CASES  
I have no doubt forgotten a few specific cases (twofold business activity – medical and paramedical etc.) but 
everybody should contact the authorities and the relevant departments depending on his status.  
We are also at your disposal at FNMTC to answer your questions. On the website (www.fnmtc.fr) you will also find e-
mail addresses enabling you to contact the heads of various committees directly. 
 
All the best in your business venture! 


